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doubtedly storms were in existence not far off. We are,
therefore, almost driven to the conclusion that some of
these curious fluctuations of the barometer must be due
to a sort of true wave-action, through which the disturb-
ance, caused perhaps by falling rain, may be propagated
by the elasticity of the air to some distance from the
place of original disturbance. In connection with this
idea of air being brought down by falling rain, we may
notice that very striking effects are sometimes observed
in avalanches of snow, which always bring down an
immense amount of imprisoned air with them. It is
usually found that persons caught in the blast of the
avalanche have their clothes torn into ribbons. The
suggestion has also been made that if rain is the product
of the condensation of an ascensional current of air, then
the more violent the uptake, the greater must be the
reaction downwards; but, unfortunately, our knowledge of
the dynamics of air in motion is not sufficiently advanced
to enable us to say exactly what the nature of pressure
would be under these circumstances.

But though we cannot altogether explain the origin
of these barometric fluctuations, we know enough to say
that they are of a totally different nature from any
motion of the mercurial column due to the action of
cyclones or the propagation of isobars over any station.
When, then, we see on a barogram these peculiar
irregularities, we can at once infer that they are the
product of squalls or thunderstorms, and not of cyclones,
and so far we are enabled to increase our knowledge of
the method of reading barograms, to which we have
already given so much attention. These dips and rises